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Picnic & Plane Wash Update 

Due to inclement weather, the July annual picnic was cancelled 

and the date changed to Thursday, August 26th at 5:30 PM, and 

now that the Archer is back, it will be a combination plane wash 

event held in the hangar.  First we’ll clean, then we’ll eat. Chef 

Steve Harsh has again volunteered to honcho the picnic.  Burgers 

and beer brats are on the grill menu.  Please email your RSVP to 

harsh@msu.edu along with your intended dish to pass so Steve 

can coordinate.  We don’t want to have too much of something and 

not enough of something else.  Bring your own chair, and if you 

have a table to contribute, coordinate that with Steve too.  Sug-

gested dishes: potato salad, salad, beans, chips & dip, desserts, 

whatever your creative genius is, drinks, alcohol is OK. 

The May plane wash was a huge success and the Hawk was washed in a jiffy.  If this many  
members show up for the combo Wash/Picnic, it will be the best attended picnic ever. 
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ARCHER INSTRUMENT UPGRADE UPDATE 

The Archer now has two brand new G5 instruments, a GTN 650xi GPS navigator and 2 
USB power outlets.  The manual for the 650 is over an inch thick so there is lots to be 
learned about its capabilities.  I’ve only flown with it a couple of times but have found 
that once you understand the touch screen hierarchy, it is more intuitive than the 430 
in the Hawk.  It enables many automatic radio frequency entries. Flight plan entries 
and changes are easier and more intuitive, too.  And it definitely has more capabilities. 
 

Member John Yurkon reports that with a touch screen computer, the Garmin trainer 
behaves just like the real thing.  Download here:   
https://www8.garmin.com/support/download_details.jsp?id=12373#Instruct  
 

There are also numerous instructional YouTube videos.  I found this one useful: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZV9Ku6YhPo&t=2s  
 

The unit came with a coupon for a FREE training course. 
 

There will be a drawing for the coupon at the picnic. 

S c a l e   o f   p h o t o s   I s   c l o s e   b u t   n o t   e x a c t 

ARCHER AUTOPILOT 

NOW INOPERATIVE 
 

Even though we knew the Archer’s autopilot 
would not be compatible with the G5s, the 
board decided to get them anyway to maintain 
continuity with the Hawk.  The board has au-
thorized taking bids for a Garmin GFC 500 
autopilot with auto trim.  When this is installed, 
the G5s, 650 and autopilot will work and com-
municate seamlessly with each other as a sys-
tem.  Even when disengaged, the autopilot will 
try to correct an underspeed or overspeed 
condition.  A real safety improvement. 



 

 

From the Maintenance 
Crew              By Chet Dawson  
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The Archer’s new panel 

Maintenance Report 

CAN YOU GUESS THE FLIGHT DECK? 

Hint:  The plane recently visited the Kalamazoo Air Zoo.  More hints on page 8 

Thanks to member Steve 
Colby for the great photos. 

The Archer is available to fly after the instrument upgrade. See previous page. 
The static/altimeter/transponder certifications were completed by Heinen.   
 

The Skyhawk engine is running strong.  The fuel capacity placard on the wing  
ill be corrected to indicate 26.5 gallons total capacity.  



 

 

It might be a good idea to 
print these procedures and 
keep them with your flying 

gear. 

 ARCHER STARTING PROCEDURES 
 

A member recently had  some starting difficulties.  Here is a reminder, based on recent  
member experience, of starting procedures. 

Starting a cold engine 

1.  Fuel Pump on. 

2. Mixture full rich 

3. Throttle open  1/2 inch 

4.  4 squirts of the primer if a cold engine  

    (one or two less if in the summer). 

5.  Attempt to  start the engine immediately  

    after finishing the prime. 

6.  If it does not start after 4-6 revolutions  

     of the propeller, and is not trying to  

     catch or only momentarily catches, STOP 

7.  Retry after giving another 4 squirts of     

     the primer. 

8.  If it does not start after 4-6 revolutions      

    and of the propeller,  STOP 

9.  Wait 30 - 40 seconds and repeats steps  

    7 & 8. 

Starting a warm engine 

1. Fuel Pump on. 

2. Mixture full rich 

3. Throttle open a little 

4. Try starting engine, no prime. If it 

     does not catch immediately, STOP 

5. Give 2-3 squirts of prime and attempt  

     to start immediately 

6.  If it does not start after 2-3 revolu- 

      tions and of the propeller,  STOP 

7.  Then use the cool start procedures   
      for warm weather.  

 

The Latest TSA Badging Procedures 

The badging office has rescinded its relaxed Covid 19 procedures and we are once 

again required to review your completed application before signing it.  So…..no more 

emailing to you already signed forms.   Remember — you can apply up to 60 days 

before your badge expires on your birthday.  Yes, that’s right, the office has asked 

us to clarify when your badge expires: on your actual birthday, not the end of the 

month of your birthday  Also, effective July 1, there will be a $20 renewal fee for 

badge renewals. If you want Dick to sign your badge application, please get your 

form from him with his information already filled out so he doesn’t have to repeatedly 

fill in that information. dick@richard-best.com  Dick will be available to sign your app 

at any board meeting or scheduled event.  Signed apps are valid for two weeks and 

may be used up to 60 days before badge expiration. 
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A Better Way to 

Get the ATIS 

http://www.pilotworkshop.com/

"I often feel rushed to listen to the ATIS or AWOS as the Hobbs meter clicks money out of my pocket. Is there a better 
way to get all the information I need?" — Emmanuel P.  

Bruce Williams replies: 

“I’m surprised that so many pilots start the engine and then—with the meter running—listen to 
and copy the current ATIS or AWOS. They often have to listen to the recording several times, 
which adds to their frustration. You can save time and money by using a tool readily at hand: 
Your mobile phone, or if you have one, a hand-held aviation radio. 
 
Phone numbers for AWOS are avail-
able at most airports with automatic 
weather reporting. Phone numbers are 
often available for the ATIS, too. Call 
the AWOS or ATIS number before you 
finish the preflight inspection—or even 
before you leave the comfort of the 
FBO. Calling and copying the wind, sky 
condition, and altimeter setting while 
you can focus on those details relieves 
the pressure to get going and reduces 
distractions on the ramp.  
 
An ATIS is typically updated at 50 to 55 
minutes after the hour, except when 
conditions are changing rapidly. Unless 
you call just before that update, odds 
are you’ll have the current information 
when you’re ready to taxi.  After you 
start up, just listen to the ATIS fre-
quency to confirm that the letter hasn’t 
changed before you call Ground. If the 
ATIS letter does change, usually only a 
few items, such as the altimeter set-
ting, are new, so you’ll already have 
the other important details.  
 
And here’s a related tip: If you file an 
IFR flight plan via an app like Fore-
Flight, you also typically have a good 
idea of the route ATC will clear you to 
fly.  
 
Use the expected route provided by the app to complete as many details of your clearance on 
your CRAFT scratchpad as practical before you even get to the airplane. Typically, only a few 
details, such as the transponder code, must stay blank. When you listen to clearance delivery 
read your actual clearance, put a check next to the items that match the information that 
you’ve already filled in. If the official clearance doesn’t match the expected route, usually only 
a waypoint or two needs to be changed, saving time and frustration when you copy and read 
back the auctioneer’s patter from the Clearance Delivery controller.”  
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JULY 2021 Board Meeting Minutes. 
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July 2021 Board Meeting Minutes. 

Olds Forge Flight Instructor 
Contact Information 

 

Mark Coucke      517-719-9061      mdcoucke@gmail.com 

Adlay Kejjan      517-899-0731      adlaykejjan@gmail.com 

Pete Kamarainen      517-281-3899      pete@grandairaviation.com 

Fred Moore       517-230-7918      fredmoore48842@aol.com 



 

 

TWO NEW PRIVATE PILOTS 
FRESHLY MINTED IN JULY 

Member Jeff Kemm is congratulated by his 
DPE  Mark Schmitt.  7/6/2021 

Member Dave Petrie with his DPE .  7/17/2021 
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Thanks to member Steve 
Colby for the great photos. 

It’s “Doc,” one of only two airworthy and flying B-29s 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, July 15th, 6 PM (1800) 

ZOOM Meeting link will be emailed 

All members encouraged to attend 

Financial Report 

Maintenance Summary 
 

Maintenance Issues: 

Notify Chet: 517-449-2182 chet777@comcast.net  

          517-339-3727 
 

Skyhawk:  GPS updated.   Nav/Com 2 back in service 
Annual Due: 2/12/2022     Hours flown since last annual: 71.0 

 

Archer:  GPS updated. Avionics upgrade complete 

Annual Due: 3/12/2022  Hours flown since last annual: 29.3 

USE  Phillips 20W 50 OIL ALL YEAR! 
 
Please record oil usage accurately,  and make sure you 
have enough oil in the plane for your cross-country flight. 
 

GPS cards in each plane include expiration date. 
 

Thanks, Chet, and Stevo! 

Monthly Hours Flown Report: 

 Skyhawk  $ 90 / hr.  Archer  $ 105 / hr. 

 2021 2020 2021 2020 
Year-to-date  
Total 114.7 25.2 58.6 38.6 

July 43.6 1.5 14.7 6.5 

TOTAL 158.3 26.7 73.3 45.1 

     

     COMBINED HOURS THROUGH July 

2021:  231.6  2020:  71.8 

OLDS FORGE FLYERS, INC 

Profit & Loss Statement 

January 1 - June 30, 2021 

 Archer Hr = 59   Skyhawk Hr = 148.3 

      Actual Budget 

OPERATING INCOME:     

 Aircraft Income   $15,491 $19,542 

 Initiation Fees   $4,750 $1,900 

 Membership Dues   $15,675 $14,280 

 Interest    $0 $0 

 Other Misc. Income   $31 $0 

  TOTAL INCOME  $35,947 $35,722 

        

OPERATING EXPENSES:    

 Variable Costs:     

 Improvements, Archer & Skyhawk  $1,037 $1,037 

 Engine Depletion, Archer  $941 $941 

 Engine Depletion, Skyhawk  $2,113 $2,113 

 Fuel, Archer   $1,972 $2,502 

 Fuel, Skyhawk    $3,989 $5,109 

 Misc fuel & Oil   $0 $0 

 Maintenance, Archer*  $1,087 $2,978 

 Maintenance, Skyhawk*  $1,963 $4,614 

 Maintenance, Other   $5 $0 

  Total Variable Cost   $13,107 $19,294 

 Fixed Costs:     

 Office and Service Fees  $1,770 $1,735 

 Operations Costs   $10,974 $12,281 

  Total Fixed Costs  $12,744 $14,016 

 Misc. Cost   $0 $300 

  TOTAL EXPENSES  $25,851 $33,610 

        

  NET OPERATING INCOME  $10,096 $2,112 

 Contingency Fund (equity fees)  $4,750 $1,900 

  NET AFTER CONTIN.  $5,346 $212 

        

 *  Archer Annual (Budget = $2,,800; Actual =  $1,572) 

 *  Skyhawk Annual (Budget = $2,200; Actual = $1,556) 

Aircraft usage is WAY up.  With 232 combined hours, not 

only are we  160 hours ahead of July totals last year , which 

was very low because of Covid 19, but we are 62 hours 

ahead of July totals in 2019.  And this is with the Archer be-

ing tied up with its avionics install for nearly two months.  

There’s lots to fly to in Michigan. Mackinac Island is less than 

two hours.   The Les Cheneaux Antique Wooden Boat Show 

in Hessel, MI in the U.P. is August 13th.  https://

www.lciboatshow.com/event-schedule---brochure.html 

Shuttle service provided.  Sign up with socialflight.com for 

your customized weekly email listing of timely and interesting 

destinations. The kids will love the full motion simulators at 

the “Air Zoo” in Kalamazoo (KAZO).  Check their web site.  

You can taxi right in to the museum’s parking area.  It’s an  

extremely good museum that amazingly even has an SR-71.  

Traverse City (KTVC) has a courtesy car available.  Many 

great restaurants.  Grand Traverse Bay is beautiful from the 

air.  Or how about a Macinac Island weekend—fly in and skip 

the ferry.  In the U.P., there’s the Soo Locks, Pictured Rocks 

and Marquette.  There’s lots of great destinations and plenty 

of sightseeing in the mitten.  And you can do it all from the 

air.  You’ve got a pilot license—USE IT!!! 

       FLYING IS FUN! 
 


