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BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, September 19th, 2024  5:30 PM (1730) 

AvFlight Building Conference Room 

All members encouraged to attend 

In July, the Skyhawk left wingtip strobe failed. Replacement parts 

and labor would have been over $1200, so DOM Chet Dawson de-

cided to look into alternatives and discovered an LED TSO’d wing-

tip assembly from Whelen that eliminated the high voltage power 

supply saving cost, weight and high current draw.  As a trial for ap-

proval, the left wingtip assembly was installed. 

Chet as well as several other club members liked the way ti looked 

and even commented that the fleshing LED seemed brighter than 

the strobe on the right wing. The installation was determined to be 

a success so installation of the right wingtip and tail was approved. 

So for less money than replacement strobes, we now have state of 

the art LED position and anti collision sighting on the Skyhawk. 

This update has resulted in a two pound weight 

saving so be sure to consult the new 

weight and balance numbers on page three. 

The Monthly Flyer 

New LED lights 

for the Skyhawk 

The Monthly Flyer 
Jul-Aug-Sep, 2024       Vol. 79  No. 7, 8, 9 

The Skyhawk’s new left wingtip LED position / anti-collision light. 



 

 

From the Maintenance  

Crew              By Chet Dawson  

Maintenance Report 

I will be traveling from Sept. 20th to Sept 30th; Jordan Cobb has agreed to serve as 
maintenance coordinator for that time with the assistance of John Yurkon and Da-
vid Petrie.  Thank you, gentlemen, for your help. 
 

Archer: 
GPS is updated through October 3rd. Garmin required database auto-renewal with a credit card 

on file. 100-hour Airworthiness Directive on the ignition switch was addressed by AvFlight.  Air-

worthiness Directive auto pitch trim runaway was addressed by Huron Avionics with required soft-

ware update. 50-hour oil change completed; no debris was found in the oil filter; oil sample was 

sent for analysis.  Please leave the Archer’s door unlocked when at KLAN or secure airports. 

Lock mechanism is worn out and will need replacement soon.  A new Radio Master Toggle 

Switch has been installed and you need to PULL IT OUT to move it; Thank you Frank for alerting 

club members to the change.  Plastic between throttle and mixture cracked/splitting Nav Lights 

Out; AvFlight is investigating the problem. 
 

Skyhawk: 

GPS is updated through October 3rd.  Right wing strobe/Nav light and tail nav-light was replaced 

by Les with an LED version eliminating the high voltage power supply in the wing. Report of en-

gine running rough was investigated by Les, an induction leak found and repaired by replacing 

gasket.  G5 failed; reinitiation process restored function. Tightened nose gear hardware as neces-

sary to deal with excessive shimmy; this process has been repeated several times without elimi-

nating the issue completely.  To eliminate the shimmy completely, Les suggests removing the 

nose gear for a bench rebuild. The process will take several days and cost fifteen hundred to two 

thousand dollars. Les suggests monitoring the shimmy until we are through peak flying weather. 

Missing screw was replaced on the window latch and headset jacks were tightened.  Engine Ex-

haust seemed to be making abnormal noise; exhaust standoff hitting lower cowl. AvFlight In-

stalled cushioning grommet to dampen and eliminate contact between the exhaust pipe and cowl-

ing. Battery failed and was replaced by AvFlight. 50-hour oil change completed; no debris was 

found in the oil filter; oil sample was sent for analysis. 
 

Checklist Reminder: 
The Skyhawk master switch was left on twice this past month.  (See above)  Battery health and longevity is 

negatively affected by a full discharge and recharge and the recharge costs the club extra money.  A fully dis-

charged battery is often not discovered until the next pilot shows up to fly the plane and is unable to do so.  

The aircraft shutdown  procedure of your checklist is easy to ignore because the flight is over.  — DON’T —.  

Use your checklist and switch off the master switch. 
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The Skyhawk’s new position lights result in 

these weight and balance changes below. 



 

 

The Secret to a 

"I struggle with ILS and LPV approaches. I can 

stay on course OK using the GPS track information, but not glideslope. Is there a 

“My first flight instructor told me to ignore the vertical speed indicator. He said it has lots of 

lag and isn’t very helpful. It only took me about 25 years of flying to figure out how wrong he 

was, especially when flying a glideslope.  

We have flight instruments that tell us how fast we’re going, what direction we’re going, and 

how high we are. But none of them tell us our for-

tune—except the vertical speed indicator. It 

shows what the altimeter is going to say a minute 

from now.  

Here’s an example: If I’m attempting level flight 

at 3000 feet and I see my vertical speed indicator 

showing 200 feet per minute of climb, I need to 

do something, or in 30 seconds I am going to be 

at 3100 feet. Ignore the vertical speed indicator 

for a full minute and I’ll be 200 feet off my alti-

tude. So, the vertical speed indicator is predicting 

my future altitude. If I fix the vertical speed prob-

lem the moment it appears on the instrument, I’ll 

hardly leave my altitude at all and I certainly 

won’t have to fix it later.  

Now let’s talk about how the vertical speed indica-

tor predicts the future on the glideslope.  

Everyone knows that the required descent rate to 

maintain the glideslope depends on the groundspeed. For most of us general aviation pilots 

that’s about 400 to 500 FPM.  

So it’s a simple fact that if the vertical speed indicator goes to 1000 feet per minute down, 

we’ll be below the glide path in a few seconds. Similarly, if we see the vertical speed at 200 

feet per minute down, it’s an easy prediction that soon we will be above the glide path. The 

fortune teller alerts us before we deviate from the glide path that we need to correct the de-

scent rate or face the consequences.  

Many pilots spend too much time watching the glideslope indicator. While observing pilots exe-

cute approaches, I’ve often watched the vertical speed needle go to zero as we fly through a 

little updraft. At that moment the glideslope needle is still centered. And if that’s all the pilot 

pays attention to he is happy, but it’s obvious that in a few seconds he is going to be unhappy 

because he will soon be above the glideslope.  

Then it will take two adjustments to get back on: One to get back to the glidepath, and a sec-

ond one to reestablish a steady descent.  

If the pilot instead pays more attention to the vertical speed indicator it predicts a deviation 

from the glide path before it happens and can be fixed before ever leaving the glideslope.  

4 

Wally Moran replies: 

http://www.pilotworkshop.com/



 

 

June 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 
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June 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 

July 2024 Board Meeting Minutes.  Continued from nexr page (7) 
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July 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 
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August 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 
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August 2024 Board Meeting Minutes. 
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Member Osama Alian is in California at JPL 

Osama has been granted inactive status and has 

relocated to California for a year, possibly more, 
and has provided the following information: 

“a photo is attached of me standing in front of 

our demo Mars 2020 / Perseverance Mars Rov-

er. I finished my PhD recently where I focused 

on understanding microbial function in extreme 

environments that resemble Mars and other 

planetary bodies, and I'm now in a postdoctoral 

role at JPL in the Origins and Habitability lab. 

Here I'm testing simulating hydrothermal vents 

to test some of the theories we've had on ori-

gins of life and using the information to define 

how we detect those "biosignatures" on the mis-

sions and samples coming down the pipeline.  

I’d be happy to answer any curious questions 

that arise!  And with ample notice, schedule a 

tour of JPL.” 

Osama.alian@gmail.com 



 

 

Olds Forge Flight Instructor Contact Information 
 

Mark Coucke   517-719-9061   mdcoucke@gmail.com 

Adlay Kejjan   517-899-0731   adlaykejjan@gmail.com 

Bengt Jansson   859-630-3997   bjansson1228@gmail.com 

Pete Kamarainen   517-281-3899   pete@grandairaviation.com 

Fred Moore    517-230-7918   fredmoore48842@aol.com 

Patrick Dwyer   616-268-7933   patrickdwyer98@icloud.com 

Karson Raak   616-914-2647  raak@crosswindsaviation.com  

Pam Tobin (Ground Instructor) 517-703-4273   airwomancfi@gmail.com 
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The Latest TSA Badging Procedures 

Olds Forge Flyers has 3 designated signatories who can sign your completed application. They are 

Larry Borton, Dick Best and Steve Harsh.  Get your blank application from the person you intend to 

have sign it so he doesn't have to repeatedly fill in his  information.  Blank applications can be 

emailed to you, but you must meet in person with your signatory to get it signed.  We are now re-

quired to keep copies of signed appplications so you’ll have to sign where there’s a copy machine 

(Club office!) or fill out two copies. Remember — you can apply up to 60 days before your badge 

expires on your birthday.  Yes, that’s right, the badge office has asked us to clarify when your 

badge expires: on your actual birthday, not the end of the month of your birthday.  There is now a 

$22 renewal fee for badge renewals. Signatories will be available to sign your app at any board 

meeting or scheduled event.  Since you can apply up to 60 days before badge expiration, you will 

have two board meetings available for signing (most convenient) without having to make special 

arrangements to meet with a signatory.  Signed applications are valid for 4 weeks. 

CURRENT AIRCRAFT RATES 
Although fuel costs have decreased, engine replacement costs have dramatically 

increased resulting in a July, 2024 board decision do keep aircraft rental rates at 

their present level.  These rates were based on forecast costs and known con-

sumption rates which treasurer Steve Harsh hopes will hold true for the year.  

These rates will remain in effect for 2024 or until further notice. 

 Skyhawk: $100 / Hour    Archer:  $110 / Hour 
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OVERTIGHTENED OIL DIPSTICKS 

AGAIN...Some members are overtightening the oil filler dipsticks; requiring pliers to loos-

en them to check the oil level.  Tightening them until they are just snug is sufficient.  The 

dipsticks have ‘O’ Ring seals which actually get distorted when overtightened which 

makes them less effective as seals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, Sep 19th, 2024  5:30 PM (1730) 

AvFlight Building Conference Room 

All members encouraged to attend 

Financial Report 

Maintenance Summary 
Maintenance Issues: 

Notify Chet: 517-449-2182 chet777@comcast.net  
           
 

Skyhawk:  GPS updated.    
Annual Due: 2/12/2022     Hours flown since last annual: 168.5 
 

Archer:  GPS updated  

Annual Due: 3/12/2022     Hours flown since last annual: 101.5 

USE  Phillips 20W 50 OIL ALL YEAR! 

Monthly Hours Flown Report: 

 Skyhawk  $ 90 / hr.  Archer  $ 105 / hr. 

 2024 2023 2024 2023 

Year-to-date  

Total     (May) 88.5 68.7 88.5 52.9 

JUN JUL Aug 98.0 44.4 75.7 55.1 

TOTAL 186.5 113.1 164.2 108.0 

     

     

     

     COMBINED HOURS THROUGH AUGUST   

2024: 323.5    2023: 221.1  

As you can see, we’ve had a busy flying summer’ logging 

102.4 more hours this year than at the same time last year. 

More sun, hot temperatures and more humidity bring more 

convective activity and reduced aircraft performance requir-

ing careful flight and take-off planning....So sharpen your 

skills and - Let’s go flying!!  Fly up the west or east coast of 

Michigan along the shoreline.  With more than a week of no 

rain, summer brown terrain will be on display.  Many  inter-

esting flights to explore. Check out the dozens of scrapped 

747’s at Oscoda-Wurstwmith (OSC). It’s a 2 mile long runway 

so land long if approaching from the west. The Waco Kitchen 

Restaurant (wacokitchen.com) in the Waco airplane factory 

in Battle Creek (KBTL) is now unfortunately closed indefinite-

ly.  Make a weekend out of an adventure to the Air Force 

Museum in Dayton Ohio. Sign up with socialflight.com for 

your customized weekly email listing of timely and interesting 

destinations. The kids will love the full motion simulators at 

the “Air Zoo” in Kalamazoo (KAZO).  Open 9-5 Mon.-Sat, 

Noon-5 Sun. Check their web site.  You can taxi right in to 

the museum’s parking area.  It’s a surprisingly good museum 

that amazingly even has an SR-71.  Traverse City (KTVC) 

has a courtesy car available.  Many great restaurants.  Grand 

Traverse Bay is beautiful from the air.  In the U.P., there’s the 

Soo Locks (ANJ), Pictured Rocks and Marquette (SAW).  

There’s lots of great destinations and plenty of sightseeing in 

the mitten.  And you can do it all from the air.  You’ve got a 

pilot license—USE IT!!! 

       FLYING IS FUN! 

 

OLDS FORGE FLYERS, INC 

Profit & Loss Statement 

January 1, 2024 - August 31, 2024 

 Archer Hr = 136.5   Skyhawk Hr = 188.1 

      Actual Budget 

OPERATING INCOME:     

 Aircraft Income   $32,571 $33,825 

 Initiation Fees   $2,850 $1,900 

 Membership Dues   $25,810 $24,480 

 Interest    $27 $0 

 Other Misc. Income   $76 $0 

  TOTAL INCOME  $61,334 $60,205 

        

OPERATING EXPENSES:    

 Variable Costs:     

 Improvements, Archer & Skyhawk $2,596 $2,597 

 Engine Depletion, Archer  $2,325 $2,177 

 Engine Depletion, Skyhawk  $2,815 $2,680 

 Fuel, Archer   $5,575 $6,781 

 Fuel, Skyhawk    $5,042 $7,990 

 Misc fuel & Oil   $164 $1,182 

 Maintenance, Archer*  $4,655 $4,530 

 Maintenance, Skyhawk*  $2,729 $5,562 

 Maintenance, Other   $526 $415 

  Total Variable Cost   $26,427 $33,916 

 Fixed Costs:     

 Office and Service Fees  $923 $2,027 

 Operations Costs   $16,938 $19,496 

  Total Fixed Costs  $17,861 $21,523 

 Misc. Cost   $0 $300 

  TOTAL EXPENSES  $44,288 $55,739 

        

  NET OPERATING INCOME $17,046 $4,466 

 Contingency Fund (equity fees) $2,850 $1,900 

  NET AFTER CONTIN. FUND  $14,196 $2,566 

        

 *  Archer Annual (Budget = $3,000; Actual =  $3,455) 

 *  Skyhawk Annual (Budget = $3,000; Actual = $2,745) 


